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MEMORANDUN YOR T REGOD
SUBJECT s Review of P=31 Ingine Avallabilities

PLOBLAN:

Through & reviev of P=31 engine procurement an! svailabilities teo
ascertain she equipping dates for Detachments A, B and C with the <31

engine,
A8 AN TLONS s

a. The P-31 engine will be flight proven and ready for overseas
m!vllﬁ]".

be Detachment A will be eguipped with the =31 engine starting 1 July.

c. Detachment B will wove out {rom “stertown the latter part of
August with 11 engines.

d. The =37 engines will be used fer training pilots st Watertown.

e. USAT will sstivate Lits U2 program at Turner Air Foros Dase
on 1 May 1956 and that the first USAY Us2 will be delivared about
1 September.

£, USAF U=2 airplanes will be ready %o be depleyed in the A‘r ¥oroe
about 1 Jamuary 1957.

A 1] Jy e &) 1y

USAF has a procurement prograa for 30 =37 engines and 70 -3l sngines.
They do not oontemplate preocuring additiemal ~31 engines for the U-2
mb;t with SAC's consurrvente -3l sngines might bde diverted from
the XC«135's.

¥r. Bssell's ressnt revisw of =31 protoiype engine availstilities
shows L or S for our project bafere the end of April, 7 to be delivered
next month, and 3 in June. Aesovding %o
July thebe should have bean deliwered 25 prototyps -3l1's.
latest echedule on produstion wrsions shows ths following =31 &
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Pratt &
25X1 talks -ms\ \ last

25X1 his differs & present soheduls.

25X1

said he does not sontemplats procuring sny mere -3ll's
because he feels we have sufficient engines te take eare of the 19 U-2's
progured in this entire program, that is, for Leth our an for
the ALy Foroe's. He said that if we prooure any mors- w will
possidbly then be the v ement on & S0-hour life sstimate which

25X1 is unrealistic »m'—mbuu that he is certain we can obtain
150=hour 1ife out of the =31 engine and oven mizht guess that within a

25X1 fow yoars we could push it up to 200 heurs. | further stated
we had enough engines to handle the airplanes,

employment
schedule. He felt frem bis knowledge of the program that if P & W's delivery
» our preojeet will net be hurt.
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sald that by this Col, Berg was indicating that

z;xld bave to buy more engines just to take care of this pofaihd.li:.

ol ;l:n said thet this is the problem. Howsver, héBMIl indicated
would not say yos to our project having any priority over the

:bcnonmmhmwomthinummtthﬂmt rensing
;.:ut regardless of who gets prierity, 1f we have Netachments A‘::d B
o:w-n overseas and tho:{ are being held up in operating due to lask
bl mi umwforupmhgﬁng\chau 10 suffer ror
arri. 1 utur’un.v bhave to be ironed out if that impasse does

ve, with possibly Oeneral Cabell and the Chief of Staff, USAY,

Idowttunkthhulmmmmmrightmmu

1 we

mmwmtnmm«nwuu-wmmnufrp&w-.
Jldcnkummwunlhth‘amvnnnmﬂh

what engines will be svailabls f
what e or the Detachments and what dates such

I&CWE&E&DA?I%:
On the basis of the avove assumptions, ] recommend the following:

a. That ¥ r
L ulg we squip Letacument A as soon as possible, ahooting for

be That we equip Letachment B with =31 engines when it moves overseas.
G That all training at satertown be coixducted with «37's,
de That when C moves out, it be equipped with -31's,

I ot T T -
. out engine and sireraft availabilit dates 1
assigmment to .etachments A and B in order that w cu;uclmx{;h::na

L. ThatianmEcmmtbcoqnippodtdth 31!
) : =31l's without
;rmi: t:)‘:c :i:n ?::u L2 u;p:ogru or the KC-135 program, that we mtﬁm
necessar
wlmedwierily gain Y prierity over susch Air Foroe prograns
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